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Rider University Traditions
The Tradition of the Rider Rock
The Rider Rock was initiated by students in 2006 to honor generations of Rider students, past, 
present and future and to connect them to the symbolic Rider Elm, the emblem of learning and the 
cycles of life.

Incoming Rider students touch the Rider Rock following New Student Convocation, and graduating 
seniors complete the cycle on Commencement Day. At the end of their Commencement ceremony 
on the Campus Green, graduates have an opportunity to walk by and touch the Rider Rock, which is 
located adjacent to the Bart Luedeke Center Patio.  

The five-foot-high granite rock is inscribed with Rider’s motto, the Latin words “In Omnia Paratus,” 
which translates to “in all things prepared,” along with the insignia of the tree of knowledge and 1865, 
the year Rider was founded. The inscription continues, “By touching the Rider Rock, we affirm our 
commitment to the pursuit of knowledge and the betterment of our world. Through the time we spent 
here, we are forever joined to the past and future generations of students and to Rider University.”

The Mace
The mace, carried at the head of the procession, is a traditional symbol of authority at governmental, 
ecclesiastical and scholarly occasions. Originally a warlike implement, it has evolved in form and 
fabric to fit its present ceremonial purpose. Of silver and ebony, the mace of Rider University is a 
memorial to Roland T. Henderson, Class of 1949, and was presented in 1975 by his widow, Elizabeth. 
The names of Rider’s seven presidents are engraved on the mace.

The President’s Robe
The robe worn by the president of Rider University was presented by the Rider University Chapter 
of the American Association of University Professors to Dr. Dell’Omo as a welcome gift. The robe is 
cranberry and white, the University’s official colors. It is worn by the president at formal academic 
occasions.

The Presidential Medallion
The Presidential Medallion was presented to Dr. Dell’Omo on the occasion of his inauguration as 
Rider’s seventh president. The Presidential Medallion depicts the seal of the University and is inscribed 
with the University’s motto, the Latin words “In Omnia Paratus,” which translates to “in all things 
prepared.” Circular links of the chain represent each of the colleges and the names of each of Rider’s 
seven presidents are engraved on curved banner links. The medallion is worn by the President at 
official University functions of high solemnity when academic attire is worn.
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Rider University Statement of Community Values
In our endeavor to make Rider University a just community, we commit ourselves, as caring individuals,  
to the following principles:

• that our rigorous intellectual life nourishes our minds and spirits;

• that no person travels these halls as a stranger;

• that integrity of word and deed forms the foundation of all relationships;

• that we recognize that real leadership is derived from service to others;

• that we celebrate our differences for they are our strength;

• that we are proud of this special place, entrusted to us by past generations, nurtured by us for future ones;

• that we share not one Truth, but respect our common pursuit for understanding;

• and through the time we spend here, we are forever joined to each other and to Rider University.

Adopted on University Day, April 12, 2001

Academic Heraldry
The wearing of caps, gowns, and hoods at college and university functions dates back to the Middle Ages 
when they were first worn by monks and students in order to keep warm in the damp and drafty 12th-
century castles and halls of learning. Through the years, their style and color have come to represent certain 
exact meanings.

• Gowns for the associate’s and bachelor’s degrees, worn through undergraduate study, have a semi-
stiff yoke, long pleated front and intricate shirring across the shoulders and back. The gown is worn 
closed and is primarily distinguished by its long, pointed sleeves.

• The gown for the master’s degree has the same yoke effect as that of the bachelor’s, but is so designed 
that it may be worn open or closed. The back of the sleeve is oblong and square cut.

• Gowns for the doctoral degree are also worn open or closed. They have long velvet panels down the 
front and three velvet bars on the bell-shaped sleeves. This velvet trimming may be either black or the 
color distinctive of the field of learning to which the degree pertains.

• Caps may be mortarboards or soft, square-topped caps. The tassel of the associate’s and bachelor’s caps may 
be black thread; the tassel for the master’s cap, silver thread; and the tassel of the doctor’s cap, gold thread.

• At Rider University, the tassel color indicates graduation with honors: undergraduate degree candidates 
receiving their degree with honors, cum laude, magna cum laude, or summa cum laude, wear white 
tassels. Master’s degree candidates receiving their degree with distinction wear tassels of cranberry.

• The hood gives further color and meaning to the academic costume. The hood is a shell of varying 
sizes for the baccalaureate and graduate degrees and of material to match the gown. It is lined with 
the color or colors of the institution conferring the degree and is bordered with velvet of the proper 
width and color to indicate the field of learning:

Business   Drab
Education   Light Blue
Liberal Arts   White
Science   Gold

Music   Pink
Fine and Performing Arts  Brown
Nursing   Apricot
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Rider University Board of Trustees

Senior Class President
Christina Diecidue ’16

Alumni Board of Directors President 
James Rademacher ’88

Ralph Anderson Jr. ’81

Alberto Baptiste ’80

Louise Hall Beard WCC ’71

F. Christopher Carothers ’91, ’94

Robert Christie ’76

Jeffrey Cornelius WCC ’70

E. Bruce DiDonato ’76

Jaimie Gilhooley Flack WCC ’77

Molly O’Neil Frank

John Guarino ’82

Michael J. Hennessy ’82

Thomas Marino ’69

Terry McEwen ’98

Donald R. Monks ’70

Eli Mordechai ’90

Thomas M. Mulhare ’70

Lewis J. Pepperman

Denise Petitta ’86, ’91

William M. Rue ’69

Mika Ryan

Robert S. Schimek ’87

Colleen (Stacy) Shapiro

Gary L. Shapiro ’72

Arthur J. Stainman ’65

Alan Wexler ’85, ’90 

Chair: Michael B. Kennedy ’72, ’75 

Vice Chair: Ernestine Lazenby Gast WCC ’68 

Secretary: Christopher Nikolich ’92

President: Gregory G. Dell’Omo
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Melissa Greenberg Anderson ’85, ’96

Barry D. Ashmen ’69

Karen Schuessler Bognar ’83, ’89

MaryFaith O’Hara Chimera ’08

Karen J. Crowell

Susan Denbo

Jessica Franko Oliano ’03, ’06

Natalie Lipovetsky Galati ’12, ’15

Angela Gonzalez-Walker

Sean M. Levin ’06, ’08

Jamie Mitchell

Michael J. Rutkowski ’91, ’95

Grand Marshal
Dr. Nancy G. Westburg, Professor, Graduate Education, Leadership and Counseling

Marshals

Order of Procession
Grand Marshal

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Graduating Class

Administrative Officers

Trustees

Honorary Degree Recipient

President of the University

The audience is asked to rise for the procession and join in singing the National Anthem.

Music performed by The Blawenburg Band 
Dr. Jerry E. Rife, Musical Director and Conductor
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Order of Ceremonies

Presiding Officer   Dr. DonnaJean A. Fredeen 
  Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Color Guard  

The National Anthem   Rosalind Webber ’16 
  Vocal Arrangement by Hendrik Espag

Welcome   Dr. Gregory G. Dell’Omo 
  President

Conferring of Honorary Degree   Dr. Dell’Omo
Neil B. Friedman 

Distinguished Honors and Awards   Dr. Fredeen

Presentation of Class Gift   Ms. Brittany Spaulding ’15, ’16

Graduating Class Speaker   Janae Tucker ’14, ’16

Conferring of Degrees   Dr. Dell’Omo
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Introduction of the Graduates

College of Business Administration   Dr. Elad Granot, Dean

Executive Master of Business Administration (page 11) 
Master of Accountancy (page 11) 
Master of Business Administration (page 12)

College of Liberal Arts, Education, and Sciences  Dr. Patricia Mosto, Dean
  Dr. Sharon Sherman, Dean
School of Education

Educational Specialist (page 14) 
Master of Arts (page 14) 
Master of Arts in Teaching (page 16)

School of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Master of Arts (page 17)

College of Continuing Studies   Mr. Boris Vilic, Dean

Bachelor of Arts (page 18) 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration (page 19) 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (page 20)
Associate in Arts (page 20)

Alumni Induction   Mr. Jonathan Meer 
  Vice President for University Advancement

Closing Remarks   Dr. Fredeen

Rider’s Alma Mater (page 38)   Llundon Lawson ’17

Recessional
The audience is asked to rise for the recessional.

We recognize the passing of members of our Rider community  
with the flower arrangements located center stage.
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Neil B. Friedman
Rider University is proud to award the Honorary Doctor of Laws to Mr. Neil B. Friedman at today’s 
151st Commencement ceremony.  

After attending Rider, Mr. Friedman went on to achieve phenomenal professional success. As the 
current Chief Executive Officer and President of Alex Brands since October 2014, Friedman also 
served as the President and Executive Vice President of Toys “R” Us Inc. among other high-level 
executive posts at Mattel, Inc., Fisher-Price Brands of Mattel, Inc., Tyco, Just Toys and Hasbro. 

In addition, Friedman helped to launch a number of top-selling toys, including extensions of the 
Tickle Me Elmo line and other products tied to the Sesame Street license. He also led his team at 
Mattel in revitalizing the Barbie brand, among many other noteworthy accomplishments. 

His leadership abilities extend beyond the workplace and are recognized throughout the industry. 
Friedman was named to the Toy Industry Hall of Fame in 2004 and was inducted into the 
International Licensing Industry Merchandisers’ Association’s Hall of Fame in 2007. 

He remains dedicated to helping children in need and is an active supporter of many charities as 
well as serving on the Board of Directors for the New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, The Toy Industry Foundation and on Rider’s President’s Council. In 2012, he received 
the inaugural Champion Award from the New York Yankees Foundation for his work with the 
organization to make an impact in the lives of young New Yorkers. Friedman is a past chairman and 
current honorary advisor of the Toy Industry Association and a past chairman and lifetime advisor at 
Licensing Industry Merchandisers’ Association.

For his sharp business acumen, professional successes, intelligence, imagination and decades-long 
dedication, he serves as an inspiration and an example of excellence for students and alumni alike.   

Honorary Doctor of Laws
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2016 Distinguished Teaching Awards

2016 Dominick A. Iorio Research Award

Dr. John Donovan
Associate Professor, Management  
Director of Executive MBA
Dr. John Donovan joined Rider’s faculty in September 2006 as an associate professor 
in the College of Business Administration. Dr. Donovan, who specializes in 
organizational behavior and human resource management, earned his doctorate in 
industrial/organizational psychology from the University of Albany, State University of 
New York in 1998. In July 2012, Dr. Donovan became the director of the Executive 
MBA program. In nominating him for the Distinguished Teaching Award, a student 
wrote, “He displays an enthusiasm for teaching that is unparalleled, and his character 
and teaching ability have helped make Rider an amazing experience.”

Dr. Catrinel Haught Tromp
Assistant Professor, Psychology
Dr. Catrinel Haught-Tromp, who received her doctorate in psychology from 
Princeton University, has been a full-time member of Rider’s faculty since 2011. She 
teaches in the Department of Psychology and serves as co-advisor to Rider’s chapter 
of Psi Chi, the International Honors Society in psychology. Dr. Haught-Tromp has 
earned a reputation for delivering thought-provoking lectures with warmth, humor 
and intelligence. In nominating Dr. Haught-Tromp, one student wrote, “Dr. Tromp 
is one of the most helpful and compassionate professors on this campus. She does 
everything in her power to make her classes interesting and push you to do your best.”

Dr. Tony Bahri
Professor, Mathematics
Dr. Tony Bahri has been a member of the Rider faculty Mathematics Department 
since 1983. For the past decade, he has focused his research on toric topology, 
a relatively new field that uses algebra and combinatorics to analyze the often 
counterintuitive way that shapes in multiple dimensions can be formed and 
deformed. Last year, Dr. Bahri, who earned his doctorate in philosophy from the 
University of Oxford, served as a visiting research scholar in Princeton University’s 
Department of Mathematics. 
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Degree Candidates
The following is a list of candidates for degrees. Indication of graduation honors is based upon the 
cumulative grade point average after the conclusion of the fall semester. The official roster of degree 
recipients and the final calculation of graduation honors are recorded in the Office of the Registrar of 
the University.

*  Degree candidates listed with this symbol completed their  
degree requirements in December 2015 or January 2016.

+  Degree candidates listed with this symbol are expected to  
complete their degree requirements during the summer.

A recording of today’s ceremony will be archived on the Rider University website.

Today’s graduates are being professionally photographed by Legacy Photographics.  
Proofs will be sent to their rider.edu email address.
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College of Business Administration

Executive Master 
of Business 
Administration

Naina Sanjay Amladi *

Gary Wayne Delafosse *
with distinction

Luis Alberto Mollinedo *

Jason Edward Ruiz *

Craig John Crossley Wallace *
with distinction

Master of 
Accountancy

Ahmed Abdullah Almusajen +
with distinction

Kimberly T. Amato
with distinction

Katlyn Marie Andrews +
with distinction

Steven Bar +
with distinction

Rachel M. Barna *
with distinction

Richard W. Bartumioli +

Michael Burylo

Bin Cai *

Yijia Cao

Zhongyi Chen *

Ming-Hsiang Chi

Brianna Marie Connelly *
with distinction

Adrienne L. Diggins +

Patrick William Donahue *

Anthony Eric D’Orazio +
with distinction

William Louis Dumanski Jr.
with distinction

Matthew A. Ernay
with distinction

Allison B. Everts *

Teresa R. Farmer +

Nazar Fedash

Malisa Christine Ford
with distinction

Yu Ge *

Marc James Gennello
with distinction

Iryna Gryniv +
with distinction

Zhenyu Gu

Junhong Guo +

Shaorong Han
with distinction

Zachary Joseph Hansen *

Camesha A. Harrison

Henri M. Hewitt
with distinction

Thomas Joseph Huesser +
with distinction

Temitope O. Kamson *

Ensign Kaul

Brian M. Kebel +

Frank H. Kellogg +

Michael John Kennedy Jr. +

Christopher Michael Kling *

Melissa K. Lauria +
with distinction

William T. Lawler *

Yizhe Li *

Zhiying Liao *

Graham Alan Livingston +

Xiao Lu *

Salvatore Lubrano-Lavadera *
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Annie Jing Ma *
with distinction

Erica N. Martinez *
with distinction

Michelle Viola Masucci

Russell Conwell Maynard III *
with distinction

Robert Eugene McAuley +
with distinction

Raymond Micallef *
with distinction

Jonathan Milheim +
with distinction

Brian A. Mladenetz
with distinction

Rebecca Lynn Ntab

Edwin Ochae

Kevin J. O’Hara Jr. 

Ankur Patel +

Paige Elizabeth Peterson
with distinction

Heidi Lyn Platt
with distinction

Yao Xuan Qiu *

Yi Qiu *

Kaibo Rao

Nicholas M. Rapisarda

Juliane L. Reillo
with distinction

Queen S. Ross +
with distinction

Christile Sales *
with distinction

Giulio J. Scotto +
with distinction

Ellen Lee Sherwood
with distinction

Brittany Spaulding
with distinction

Brittnee Rae Sperling

Amanda Elizabeth Tatarian +

Gloria Lorena Vasconcellos
with distinction

Matt Robert Wagner +

Sijia Wang *

Zanxun Wang *

Wei Wei +
with distinction

Katherine Ann Whittaker
with distinction

Xiaofeng Yang *

Shengchen Yu +

Yulou Yu

Yi Zhou

Alicia M. Zuccarelli *
with distinction

Master of Business 
Administration

Nazhat Aboobaker +

Mami Akiyama +

Christine Aleece Betaneli
with distinction

Carleigh M. Brown

Alison J. Burrowes +
with distinction

Wilson Caldwell III

Harolyn Estela Cambero 
Martinez *

Rou Chen *

Justine Zoé Eugénie Cheynet 
de Beaupré +
with distinction

Sathi Reddy Chinta
with distinction

Matthew Fanelle Conforti
with distinction
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Walter Wilhelm Diop *

Robert Edward Gildea II

Paul Alexandre Thierry 
Gloriès +
with distinction

Brittany M. Hazel
with distinction

Amelie Henrion +

Zhonghao Jiang

Wen-Mei Kao

Medeeha Amber Khan *
with distinction

Jing Lin *

Joseph Lucarelli +
with distinction

Robyne L. Johnson +

Preetaman K. Mangat

Andrew R. Parag *

Anna Christine Parks

Sandra Penas Mur

Farzana F. Razack
with distinction

Darryl J. Sessoms

Danielle Elizabeth Shovlin *

Robin Simeon

Paige Elise Sims +

Hemant K. Sinder

Joseph Smutek *
with distinction

Samantha C. Sylvester
with distinction

Daniel DeForest Treichler
with distinction

Kayla Li Wong *

Yuxi Wu +
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College of Liberal Arts, Education, and Sciences

School of Education

Educational 
Specialist

Alexa Delphina Bolognese
School Psychology
with distinction

Kaley Alexis Carpenter
School Psychology
with distinction

Kayla Vanessa Carter
School Psychology
with distinction

Stephany K. Flores
School Psychology
with distinction

Jessica L. Hammond
Counseling Services

Valerie R. Hedgpeth
Counseling Services

Kimberly Ann Hoffman +
Counseling Services

Madison Lee Hurwitz
School Psychology
with distinction

Heather Kiernan Warren 
Khot
School Psychology
with distinction

Olga Kuzinets
School Psychology
with distinction

Diana Aileen Kwacz
School Psychology
with distinction

Kimberly M. Leonhardt
School Psychology
with distinction

Sheila K. Miles
School Psychology
with distinction

Michael J. Orfe
School Psychology

Jennifer Leigh Piechoski *
Counseling Services

Davida Danielle Price *
Counseling Services
with distinction

Kari L. Sinclair
Counseling Services

Amy Elizabeth Smith
Counseling Services

Elizabeth Rose Tapper
School Psychology
with distinction

Karen Marie Zielinski +
Counseling Services

Master of Arts

Cristen J. Babik
Organizational Leadership
with distinction

Keenan T. Bailey *
Organizational Leadership

Kourtney Janéa Barber
Counseling Services
with distinction

Melissa Ann Barletta
Special Education

Alexandra G. Bartfield +
Teacher Leadership
with distinction

Nicole D. Baylies *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Keri L. Benton
Educational Leadership
with distinction

Cody William Birdsall
Counseling Services
with distinction

Laura Flemer Bond
Educational Leadership
with distinction

Jordan Peyton Braun +
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction
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Thomas P. Brettell
Educational Leadership
with distinction

Ellise Danielle Butka +
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Ashley Catherine Castiglia
Organizational Leadership
with distinction

Natelie J. Chiantese *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Jessica Ann Conner *
Organizational Leadership
with distinction

Katelyn M. Conrey
Counseling Services

Jo Anne M. Craig +
Educational Leadership

Jennifer Nicole Cultrara +
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Lisa Marie Dettelbach
Teacher Leadership
with distinction

Nicolaos-Chrisovalanti 
Athanasios Diakos *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Matthew Theodore DiBiase
Special Education
with distinction

Marissa Lynn Dolan
Special Education

Laura D’Orio +
Teacher Leadership
with distinction

Megan Ann Elgin
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Lauren Elizabeth Ellis
Teacher Leadership

Stephanie M. Eppolito
Counseling Services
with distinction

Katarina R. Flatin *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Shana Jeanne Gelin *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Christina Gratkowski
Special Education
with distinction

Jessica B. Gordon *
Counseling Services
with distinction

Kaitlin Fairchild Groves *
Counseling Services
with distinction

Nancy M. Hara
Special Education
with distinction

Brett M. Harvey *
Organizational Leadership

Angelique Dawnette Hickman
Teacher Leadership
with distinction

Brittany Kristin Jacobus
Educational Leadership
with distinction

Georgine Marie Johnson *
Teacher Leadership
with distinction

Laura Marie Karns
Counseling Services
with distinction

Stacey R. Katz +
Educational Leadership
with distinction

Constance J. Koutsouradis
Counseling Services
with distinction

Brianna Marie Lee
Organizational Leadership
with distinction

Jesse S. Lockett
Educational Leadership
with distinction

Timothy J. Loveland
Teacher Leadership
with distinction

Shannon B. Marasco *
Teacher Leadership
with distinction

Sarah Alicia Matos
Counseling Services
with distinction

Fallon Leah Milligan
Counseling Services
with distinction

Jessica June Caird Morales
Counseling Services
with distinction

Noor Afshan Nayyar
Special Education
with distinction

Jack Anthony Nesmith
Organizational Leadership

Jillian Alexandra Niebling
Special Education
with distinction

Dana Michelle Nobilio
Teacher Leadership
with distinction



16

Raymond Odom III
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Nikkilee Pedersen
Special Education
with distinction

Jenifer Leigh Przezdzecki
Organizational Leadership
with distinction

Jennifer L. Reynolds *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Neena France Robertson +
Organizational Leadership

Sharnaya V. Robinson
Educational Leadership

Leisy Valentina Rodriguez
Counseling Services

Denise M. Rogers *
Educational Leadership

Tiana Chantay Ross
Counseling Services
with distinction

Corrine C. Rutt
Counseling Services
with distinction

Victoria Mary Salazar *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Katherine F. Santini
Teacher Leadership
with distinction

Kari L. Sinclair *
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Amy Elizabeth Smith *
Counseling Services

Matthew Preston Smith
Organizational Leadership
with distinction

Karen Elizabeth Sobolewski +
Educational Leadership
with distinction

Martha T. Sosa
Organizational Leadership

Stephanie Strassel
Counseling Services

Meaghan Elizabeth Tohill *
Organizational Leadership
with distinction

Lauren Maria Tracy
Special Education
with distinction

Ariel Kah Yee Tung +
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
with distinction

Kathleen H. Walsh
Special Education

Rene C. Washington *
Organizational Leadership

Stephanie L. Wenskoski
Special Education
with distinction

Jennifer S. Yu *
Organizational Leadership

Master of Arts  
in Teaching

Shohreh Abrari-Venouss

Tiffany Natalie Acevedo 
with distinction

Jennifer Paola Acuña

Gillian Anne Brindle +

Suzanne M. Brown *
with distinction

Sarah M. Bryan-Ashwell *

Jenna M. Christie
with distinction

Vincent Cuccaro
with distinction

Nicole Marie D’Amico *
with distinction

Alison E. Frey
with distinction 

Derrick Rocco Goduto *

Stefani L. Hannah *
with distinction

Joscelyne Marie Jones
with distinction

Joseph J. Lang *
with distinction

Melissa Jane Malmstrom
with distinction

Sandra Louise Curtis Noyelle
with distinction

Daniel G. Perry

Alexis Michelle Przezdzecki
with distinction

Iryna Rydzanych

Lisa M. Sadowski

Amanda Elizabeth Schott
with distinction

Hardevi Shah Vyas *
with distinction

Rebecca Joy Witt *
with distinction
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School of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Master of Arts

Andrew David Abdallah +
Applied Psychology

Cyril Aaron Akita *
Business Communication

Kristin Nicole Arnold +
Applied Psychology

Tara Elizabeth Bradford
Applied Psychology

Christina White Brooks *
Applied Psychology

William Beckett Brown +
Applied Psychology

Nicole Marie Byrne +
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Whitley Elizabeth Evilee 
Cafone +
Applied Psychology

Michael N. Civitillo *
Business Communication

Lee M. Clark
Business Communication

Megan Elizabeth Curtis *
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Andrea Lucy Fontanella
Applied Psychology

Victoria Anne Freerks *
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Lauren P. Gerardo
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Tori Lianne Hillock
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Allita I. Jaiyeola +
Applied Psychology

Ariana Hope Kalkstein
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Kimberly Rebecca Leder *
Business Communication

Jasmine L. Martinez
Applied Psychology

Allison Marie McIntyre
Business Communication
with distinction

Alanna Marie Morrissey
Applied Psychology

Margaret Catherine Neary +
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Jamie Raspa
Business Communication
with distinction 

Matthew Remy *
Applied Psychology

Victoria M. Schiavone *
Applied Psychology

Nadeige Theophile +
Applied Psychology

Zachary J. Tivald +
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Janae N. Tucker
Business Communication

Edward Christian 
Vonderschmidt
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Sara K. Wojewodka
Applied Psychology
with distinction

Fanyi Zhang
Business Communication
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College of Continuing Studies

Bachelor of Arts

Michele Amico
Liberal Studies

Denise Arcarese Reynolds *
Liberal Studies
cum laude

John H. Basquin +
Liberal Studies

André M. Berthiér
Liberal Studies

Jenna Marie Brahan *
Liberal Studies

Michael A. Cestare
Liberal Studies
summa cum laude

Susan Cosentino +
Psychology
summa cum laude

Angela Christine DiGiorgio *
Liberal Studies

Steve J. Dziegielewski
Liberal Studies
cum laude

Jenna Anne Feldschneider *
Liberal Studies

Noelle Elizabeth Fenneman
Psychology

Anthony Michael Galianese *
Liberal Studies
cum laude

Carmen Maria Gonzalez
Liberal Studies

Sophie Leona Harper
Liberal Studies

Sabrina Elizabeth Herbert *
Liberal Studies
cum laude

Michelle Andrews Holden *
Liberal Studies

Ryan Michael Kelly *
Liberal Studies
magna cum laude

Michael P. Kibalo
Psychology
cum laude

Anthony Thomas Korybski +
Liberal Studies

Patricia Anne Lieb
Liberal Studies
summa cum laude

Geniva Marie Martin
Liberal Studies
cum laude

William Joseph Merz
Liberal Studies
summa cum laude

Christopher Michael 
Mitsoulis
Liberal Studies
cum laude

Aubrey Anita Mollinedo
Psychology

Francine Augusta Mondi *
Liberal Studies
summa cum laude

Justine Mora +
Psychology
summa cum laude

Mandee Elizabeth Pauch
Public Relations
summa cum laude

Danielle E. Reed
Psychology

Autumn M. Rimer +
Psychology
summa cum laude

Monica S. Rivera +
Liberal Studies

Judy A. Schedneck *
Liberal Studies
summa cum laude

Robyn-Cherry Seigler +
Psychology
summa cum laude

Joseph M. Space Jr.
Psychology
summa cum laude

Joshua James Michael 
Stalsworth
Liberal Studies

Steven Francis Frederic 
Szmutko *
Liberal Studies

Joy T. Walker-DuVall *
Liberal Studies

Kaitlyn Marie Wiltshire
Psychology
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Adam Edward Wirtz
Liberal Studies
cum laude

Brandi Michelle Wren +
Psychology
summa cum laude

Gabriela Andreina Zea-Acuña +
Liberal Studies
summa cum laude

Bachelor of 
Science in Business 
Administration

Niranjana Anil Bhatt *
Accounting

Derek Edward Bruehl
Business Administration, Finance

Karen Joy Candelori
Finance
cum laude

Alexa Simone Caplinger
Business Administration
cum laude

Richard Michael Clark *
Business Administration
magna cum laude

Stephanie M. Giardelli +
Management & Leadership
cum laude

Krista Marie Hendrickson
Human Resource Management
summa cum laude

Lidia Himantono *
Business Administration
summa cum laude

Alexander William Johnson +
Marketing

Kangi S. Jones-Tulloch +
Accounting

Kenneth Robert Jordan Jr. *
Management & Leadership, Human 
Resource Management

Luke Andrew Kirby *
General Business
summa cum laude

Melissa Marie Kraemer +
Business Administration

Megan Elaine Krapcho
Finance
summa cum laude

Tetyana Kryvoruchko *
Accounting
magna cum laude

Yvanne Laporte *
Management & Leadership

Christine O. Lech
General Business

David H. Lerman
Accounting

Linda K. Lopez +
Finance

LaShara K. Mack
Marketing, Entrepreneurial Studies

Gabrielle H. Mackler +
Business Administration

Christopher McFarland +
Finance

Elizabeth M. McGowan *
Business Administration

William Robert Mellors *
Management & Leadership
summa cum laude

Dorothy L. Miller
Accounting
cum laude

Ansu Momo +
Business Administration, Human 
Resource Management

Tamara N. Morton
Business Administration

Justine Mugavero *
General Business

Amardeep Mundi +
Information Systems

David A. Murphy *
Advertising, Marketing

Aleesha M. Newell *
Marketing

Kimberley J. Oudijk
General Business
cum laude

Sametta L. Padmore +
Marketing

Yisroayl Menachem Peer *
General Business, Finance
summa cum laude

Anthony M. Pennetti +
Finance

Nicole Collette Petralia +
Human Resource Management
cum laude

Juan D. Ramirez +
Business Administration

Ryan G. Reale *
Accounting

Joel Jesus Riega Carnero +
Finance
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Karen A. Russell
Accounting
magna cum laude

James D. Shannon
Computer Information Systems
summa cum laude

Manpreet Singh *
Business Administration, Finance

Sarbpreet Singh *
Finance
summa cum laude

Helder M. Tome
Accounting

Jeannie N. Tran *
Business Administration

Daniel Truongcao +
Management & Leadership

Louis Felix Vargas Jr.
Accounting

Ryan A. Vecere +
Marketing

Kaely M. Walizer
General Business

David Glen Zumbrunn II
General Business
magna cum laude

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Nursing

Christina Juliana Lackey
Nursing
summa cum laude

Dawn Michelle Uhrick
Nursing
summa cum laude

Associate in Arts

Nafeesah Habeebah Battle *
General Studies

Joseph Patrick Chapin
Business Administration

Melissa Victoria Morrissey *
General Studies

Justin Stephen Rivera +
Business Administration
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Rider University is committed to doing its part for the environment.  
Several initiatives aimed at fulfilling that commitment are a  

part of today’s Commencement ceremonies:

The eco-friendly caps and gowns being worn by graduates are made from 100 percent, post-consumer 
recycled plastic bottles with an average of 23 bottles used to make each gown. Funding for the 
GreenWeaver™ graduation gowns has been provided by the Rider University Energy and Sustainability 
Steering Committee (ESSC).

In addition, this souvenir Commencement book has been printed by an FSC-certified printer with 
vegetable-based inks on FSC-certified paper with 10 percent post-consumer waste recycled content.

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is an international network existing to promote responsible 
management of the world’s forests. The FSC label identifies products that contain wood from well-
managed forests certified in accordance with the rules of the FSC, which ensure that people, wildlife 
and the environment benefit from the forestry practices. FSC certification is globally recognized as 
being the most credible and strongest system for ensuring well-managed forests.

Let’s celebrate today’s 
commencement on social media.  

Please use #RiderU2016 to join in 
our Commencement excitement.
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Awards and  Honor Societies
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President’s Award
Shaun A. Bartole Christina L. Diecidue Jessica R. Stanislawczyk

Andrew J. Rider Scholars
Jennifer Andreini

Sarah Boyd*

Megan Broussard*

Megan Coiley

Susan Cosentino

Justine Durham

Karen Espinoza

Marissa Girgus**

Michaela Hady**

Thomas Heidenreich*

Lidia Himantono Stokman

Michelle Hong**

Stefan Hueneke

Emily Kunzman

Francine Mondi

Hannah Morris

Kevin Mulryne

Kimberly Patton**

Jessica Raub

Jessica Stanislawczyk**

Eva Trucellito**

Elizabeth Urban

Geoffrey Watman*

Jenna Wilush**

Anna Wostenberg

*Second-year scholar      **Third-year scholar

Center for the Development of Leadership Skills –
Leadership Certificates

Lauren Alcott 

Connie Au 

Tara Ballay 

Hannah Bass 

Johanna Blume 

Hajrah Butt 

Kaleen Butterfield 

Evelyn Campbell 

Kevin Conlon-Riser 

Courtney Crawford 

Oluwadamilola Dada 

Alia Danch  

Blaine DeAngelis 

Christina DeMarco 

Gloryanna Diaz 

Christina Diecidue 

Sandra DiGrazio 

Tolani Faloye 

Nahri Hickman 

Katharine Jaworski 

Samorri Johnson 

Matthew Kolbusz 

Briana Lettsome 

Nicolette Mateescu 

Daniel O’Hara 

Jacqueline Palmer  

Drew Pinkston 

Bridget Rasmussen 

Tara Roach 

Alyssa Rodriquez 

Olivia Rosenberger 

Rachel Safer 

Allison Sawka 

Awards
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Samantha Schimek 

Bre’Quan Simon 

Sharanpreet Singh 

Eric Stansfield 

Natalie Taptykoff 

Lori Tatum 

Sandani Weerasinghe 

Jenna Wilush

General Awards
The Dan Carletto Outstanding Residence Hall  
Association Member Award Connie Au

The Center for the Development of Leadership Skills  
Leadership Legacy Award Christina Diecidue    

The Jan Friedman-Krupnick Outstanding  
Resident Advisor Award Lucia White

Maria Leonard Book Award Jessica Stanislawczyk

James M. McRoberts’ Community Service Award Akelah Moore             

Omicron Delta Kappa Rider Circle  
Leader of the Year Award Caroline Forde

Amy Silvers Memorial Award Robert Colby-Witanek  
 Christa Gramenelles 
 Bethanie Russakow 
 Jake Weiner

Student Entertainment Council Award Stephen Rockafellow

College of Business Administration 
Delta Sigma Pi Gold Scholarship Key Karen Espinoza 
 Geoffrey Watman

The Edward M. Durkin Prize Marine Billat

The Economics Department Award Kieran Duffy 

Federation of Schools of Accountancy and AACSB Award Rebecca Janicki 

The Gill Plaque Brianna Jadney 

Leonard A. Olson Alumni Award Samorri Johnson 
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College of Continuing Studies 
Award for Highest GPA in Associate Degree Program Melissa Victoria Morrissey 

Award for Highest GPA in Bachelor of Science  Susan Cosentino 
or Arts Degree Program Lidia Himantono Stokman 

Ann Giovanelli Award/Faculty Dr. Wendy P. Heath

Ann Giovanelli Award/Student Michele Amico

The Ralph F. Gommer Award Jenna Marie Brahan 

College of Liberal Arts, Education, and Sciences
Biology Award Elizabeth Urban

Certificate of Achievement in Political Science Thomas J. McLaughlin  

Criminal Justice Student Merit Award Nicole Georgia 
 Olivia Rosenberger

Harry Rine DeYoung Award Kathleen Keane 
 Eva Truncellito

Frederick L. Ferris Journalism Trophy Thomas Albano

Foreign Language Study Certificate of Achievement

Chinese Minor Connie Au
French Major Cameron Cook
French Major Ervia Depeine
French Minor Molene Ogany
French Minor Anna Wostenberg
German Minor Stefan Hueneke
German Minor Daniel Palo
Italian Minor Nicholas Forconi 
Spanish Major Emilie Petry
Spanish Major  Miranda Roberts
Spanish Minor Haley Johnston

GEMS Exceptional Research Award Jessica Munyan 

Honors in Environmental Sciences Rachel Nangle

Honors in French Cameron Cook

Honors in Marine Sciences Madeline Hummel 
 Fatima Sulaman
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The Shirley Johnson Prize in Psychology Susan Cosentino 
 Kathleen Keane 

Journalist of the Year Award Samantha Crawford

Law and Justice Student Merit Award Thomas McLaughlin

Emanuel Levine Phi Alpha Theta Prize in History Anthony Damiano 
 Eric Faeder

Sidney Meth Annual Sociology Award Maria Cafasso

Outstanding Service in Mathematics Skills Lab Alexandra Romean 
 Jonathan Tyson

Dr. Chau T. Phan Model United Nations Award Haley Johnston 

The Philosophy Prize Michael Furda

Prize in Mathematics Max Miller 
 Jennifer Sweeney

Amaya and Liana Rosa Award Haley Johnston 
 Rachel Safer

Howard and Harriett Schwartz Award Matthew McGrorty

Service Award for the Department of  
Communication and Journalism Carlos Delcid 
 Kaitlin Rust 
 Brooke Vernon 
 Alex Valerio

Paul C. Sherr English Award Anna Wostenberg

Sociology Award for Social Commitment:  
In Memory of John Clemons Joshua Bonaparte 
 Brianna Harris

The Sociology Certificate of Merit Maria Cafasso
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Graduate Education 
Robert Foose Memorial Award in Educational Leadership Thomas Brettell

Susan Mandel Glazer and Phyllis Fantauzzo  
Literacy and Learning Award Victoria Winchock

Dr. James P. Murphy Humanistic Counseling Award Philip D. Jones

New Jersey Distinguished Clinical Intern Award Nominee Susan Mitchell

Outstanding Achievement Award in  
Organizational Leadership Meaghan Tohill

Outstanding Achievement and  
Promising Success Award in Reading/Literacy Education Cristin Cowley

Outstanding Achievement Award in Special Education Nancy Hara

Lincoln Scott Walter Memorial Award  
in Counseling Services Corrine Rutt

School of Education 
Carol Brown Literacy Award Caroline Forde

Certificate for Excellence in Early Childhood Education  Ruth Willey

Certificate for Excellence in Elementary Education Courtney Anthes

Certificate of Outstanding Achievement  
in Elementary Education Melissa Quidor

Certificate for Excellence in English Education Justine Durham

Certificate for Excellence in English as a Second Language Nicole Tyburczy

Certificate of Outstanding Achievement  
in Secondary Education Stephen Hopson

Certificate for Excellence in Mathematics Education Amanda Salvitty

Certificate for Excellence in Middle School Education Alyssa DiFlora

Certificate for Excellence in Science Education Alyssa Rodriguez

Certificate for Excellence in Special Education Ashley Clark
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Certificate for Excellence in World Language Education Emilie Petry

Faculty Citation of Merit Marcus Conde 
 Sarah Smith

New Jersey Distinguished Clinical Intern Award Ashley Clark 
 Justine Durham

David Pierfy Award for Excellence in  
Social Studies Education Jonathan Murphy

Student Education Associations
Kappa Delta Pi Amanda Salvitty
Student Council for Exceptional Children Jacqueline Larounis
Student Education Association Lori Tatum

School of Fine and Performing Arts
2015 Dance Merit Award Ashley Alvarez

Dr. Patrick Chmel Theatre Award Kerri Singley

Mildred S. Hawkins Award  Stephanie Lewis

Linda Schmidt Memorial Award  Taysha Beecham

John Philip Sousa Award Alexander Gilbert

Student Government Awards
Campus Life Award for Outstanding  
Leadership and Service Hannah Bass 
 Tara Roach 

Cassie D. Iacovelli Student Government Award  Lucia White  

Ralph Materia Memorial Award Jarrett Case
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Honor Societies
Admissions

Darryl Alfonso
Kia Anderson
Brandon Balwant
Shaun Bartole
Hannah Bass
Amelia Bowyer
Sarah Catherine Carter
Jarrett Case

Jelani Cherubin
Kevin Conlon Riser
Kailee Graham
Stephen Hopson
Jhelisa Krigger
Briana Lettsome
Daniel O’Hara
LeShawn Ottley

Jacqueline Palmer
Stephen Rotundo
Rachel Safer
Samantha Schimek
Josiah Smith
Lori Tatum
Olivia Witt
Anna Wostenberg 

Alpha Kappa Delta
Suzieann Bennett
Joshua Bonaparte
Maria Cafasso

Robert Furman
Brianna Harris
Jordan Hulass

Kristian Kurtzke
Shana Naticchia
Melissa Pietrucha

Alpha Mu Alpha
Stephanie Nicole Adler
Christina L. Diecidue
Morgan Dziura
Rhiannon Karpiak
Timothy Kazar

Megan Loraine Moore
Ariana K. Palmer
Samantha Rutowski
Casey Scharer
Tristan P. Schmittinger

Javiera Smartt
Fata Softic
Natalie Taptykoff

Alpha Sigma Lambda
Michael A. Cestare 
Susan Cosentino 

Patricia Anne Lieb 
Autumn M. Rimer 

Robyn-Cherry Seigler 
Sarbpreet Singh

Beta Alpha Psi
Estephania Arias
Nardina Aziz
Nicholas Bungay
Nicholas Buttitta
Yijia (Cassey) Cao
Paul Glories
Michael Governale
Zachary Hansen
Camesha Harrison

Amelie Henrion
Rebecca Janicki
Andrea Kyriacou
Melissa Lauria
Sarah Liptak
Amber Parker
Ankur Patel
Sandra Penas Mur
Grant Sapozhnikov

Daniella Savarese
Megan Scott
Christina Seto
Ellen Sherwood
Gloria Vasconcellos
Nicholas Villane
Wei (Gloria) Wei
Katherine Whittaker 
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Beta Beta Beta
Evelyn Campbell
Amanda DeRemer
Sonimi Halliday

Eric McGann
Hadir Mohamed-Hamza
Taylor Shelley

Elizabeth Urban
Kimberly Valdes

Beta Gamma Sigma Honor Society
Ahmed Abdullah Almusajen
Kimberly T. Amato
Rachel M. Barna
Montana Keely Berg
Marine Billat
Sathi Reddy Chinta
To-Nasia Kheir Cohen
Brianna Marie Connelly
Glen J. Cook
Jessica Ashley Crowell-Graff
Christina Lauren Diecidue
Karen S. Espinoza
Nicholas Michael Forconi
Malisa Christine Ford
Marc James Gennello
Paul Alexandre Thierry 
 Glories
Henri M. Hewitt
Michelle Nhu-Nguyen Hong

Jacqueline Hunter
Brianna Ashley Jadney
Rebecca Mae Janicki
Temitope O. Kamson
Luke Andrew Kirby
Jonathan H. Knipper
Megan Elaine Krapcho
Robert A. Kroschwitz
Tetyana Kryvoruchko
Connor Alexander Kubitsky
Emily A. Kunzman
Melissa K. Lauria 
Zhiying Liao
Erica N. Martinez
Russell Conwell Maynard III
William Robert Mellors
Meghan Lynn Monte
Ngoc Thi Anh Nguyen
Daniel Patrick O’Hara

Samantha R. Plant
Farzana F. Razack
Queen S. Ross
Andrew Salwen
Grant M. Sapozhnikov
Tristan P. Schmittinger
James D. Shannon
Ellen Lee Sherwood
Joseph Z. Shymanski
Sarbpreet Singh
Brittany Spaulding
Samantha C. Sylvester
Mateusz Szalda
Natalie A. Taptykoff
Danielle Marie Traina
Gloria Lorena Vasconcellos
Geoffrey S. Watman
Michael J. Weisser
Craig John Crossley Wallace

National Honor Society for Dance Arts
Ashley Alvarez 
Christina Box

Felicia Catney 
Laura Eisler

Mariah Lopez 

Delta Phi Alpha 
Stefan Hueneke  Daniel Palo  

Delta Sigma Pi 
Glen Cook
Tolani Faloye 
Megan Jackson 

Ashley McNeil
Yonganyi Pan
Michael Reed

Vivian Rubio
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Gamma Kappa Alpha 
Nicholas Forconi

Gamma Sigma Alpha 
Shaun Bartole
Amanda Bezold
Alexis Bonamassa
Scott Coombs
Arden Dean

Sandra DiGrazio
Jaime Hatzelhoffer
Catherine Kilkenny
Gianna Parisi
Courtney Peck

Bridget Rasmussen
Alexandra Romean
Samantha Schimek
Jenna Tiberi

Gamma Sigma Epsilon
Justin Chilicki 
Andrew Jemas 
Eric McGann

Ayeshia Morris
Evan Paules
Jonathan Tyson

Elizabeth Urban

Kappa Delta Pi 
Courtney Anthes
Kalene Bailey
Christina Box
Christy Chen
Jessica Chrzanowski
Ashley Clark
Danielle DeLisi
Alyssa DiFlora
Alyssa DiPasquale
Gabrielle Galano
Gina Giovannucci
Michaela Hady

Yunjung Hong
Stephen Hopson
Danielle Kovach
Marin Naya
Gianna Parisi
Lauren Poliero
Melissa Quidor
Chloe Rakos
Morgan Robinson
Alexandra Romean
Amanda Salvitty
Allison Sawka 

Daniel Scanlon
Ashley Scavetta
Erin Smythe
Nicole Steich
Lori Tatum
Kaely Todd
Samantha Tunnell
Ruth Willey
Jenna Wilush
Jennifer Yates 

Lambda Pi Eta 
Thomas Albano
Ariana Albarella
Johanna Blume
Kaitlyn Budis
Kaleen Butterfield
Anita Chomenko 
Samantha Crawford 
Alena De La Cruz

Sarah Diefenbach
Samantha Dinon
Stefan Hueneke 
Richard Jarrett
Matthew McGrorty   
Jenna Moschella 
Christopher Neurohr
Ana Nhi Nguyen

Lisa Prince
Gina Rescinito
Tarah-Lynn Saint-Elien
Samantha Watson 
James Wrona
Jason Zoblin
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Mu Kappa Tau  
National Marketing Honor Society 

Stephanie Adler
Darryl Alfonso
Rachel Altman
Jeremy Bokor
Alicia Continisio
Christina Diecidue
Devon Downs

Rhiannon Karpiak
Amanda Martinelli
Megan Moore
Ariana Palmer
Louis Pernet
Samantha Plant
Matthew Potash

Samantha Rutowski
Casey Scharer
Tristan Schmittinger
Javiera Smartt
Fata Softic
Natalie Taptykoff
Matthew Triebwasser

School of Liberal Arts and Sciences Honor Society
Tara Balley 
Camila Bermudez 
Evelyn Campbell
Diamond Carr
Samantha Crawford
Eric Faeder
Michael Furda
Christa Gramenelles
Stefan Hueneke 

Madeline Hummel
Haley Johnston
Catherine Kilkenny
Catherin MacDuff
Alyssa Marino 
Nicolette Mateescu
Eric McGann
Matthew McGroty 
Thomas McLaughlin

Juan Ramirez
Joseph Ratel
Olivia Rosenberger
Tarah-Lynn Saint-Elien
Samantha Schimek
Caitlin Sprang
Eva Truncellito
Elizabeth Urban
Anna Wostenberg

Omicron Delta Epsilon
Brandon Balwant
Kieran Duffy

Nicholas Forconi
William Hemhauseri

Omicron Delta Kappa
Thomas Albano
Ashley Alvarez
Connie Au
Hannah Bass
Johanna Blume
Kaleen Butterfield
Evelyn Campbell
Angelina Caravello
Alan Cid
Courtney Crawford
Arden Dean
Christina Diecidue
Alyssa DiFlora

Sandra DiGrazio
Caroline Forde
Alexander Gilbert
Caitlin Hess
Stephen Hopson
Michelle Hong
Rachel Ippolite
Rebecca Janicki
Katharine Jaworski
Luke Kirby
Jonathan Knipper
Samuel Knipper
Danielle Kovach

Catherin MacDuff
Aubrey A. Mollinedo
Emilie Petry
Drew Pinkston
Caitlin Quinn
Tara Roach
Morgan Robinson
Alyssa Rodriguez
Tarah-Lynn Saint-Elien
Amanda Salvitty
Daniella Savarese
Daniel Scanlon
Ashley Scavetta
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Samantha Schimek
Christina Seto
Erin Smythe

Jessica Stanislawczyk
Natalie Taptykoff
Danielle Traina

Kaitlyn Uhrick
Geoffrey Watman
Jenna Wilush

Order of Omega
Shaun Bartole
Amanda Bezold
Courtney Crawford
Samantha Crawford

Arden Dean
Sandra DiGrazio
Stephen Hopson
Gianna Parisi

Emilie Petry
Bridget Rasmussen
Samantha Schimek
Anastasia Snyder

Phi Alpha Theta
Alia Danch
Nicholas D. Santangelo

Joseph Ensmann
Alexander Gilbert

Eric Faeder
Stephen Hopson

Phi Beta Delta
Bailey Brady
Kathleen Carreras Pereira
Cameron Cook

Ervia Depeine 
Haley Johnston
Carlee Leach

Daniel Palo
Emily Petry
Rachel Safer 

Phi Sigma Tau
Valerie Amato
Cameron Cook
Eric Faeder
Michael Furda
Robert Furman

Christine Jakowski
Andrew Jemas
Dorothy Miller
Cierrah Parson
Shane Paules

Joseph Ratel
Rachael Safer
Nolan Stewart
Eva Truncellito
Gabriela Zea-Acuna

Pi Delta Phi
Ethan Auslander 
Brandon Balwant 
Anna Buddin 
Gianna Calvo 
Kathleen Carreras Pereira 
Cameron Cook 

Ervia DePeine 
Amanda DeRemer
Sravya Gummaluri 
Molene Ogany 
Caroline Velez 
Anna Wostenberg 
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Pi Gamma Mu
Amanda J. Bezold
Evelyn S. Campbell
Sophia Carroll
Angelina Caravello
Cameron S. Cook 
Erin H. Dancy
Alyssa Lynn DiFlora
William Gallagher
Nicole Georgia
Gina Giovannucci
Jason Gonzalez
Sravya Gummaluri

Autumn Greeny
Jaime M. Hatzelhoffer
Jennifer Ashley Horlick
Jordan Hulass 
Katharine Rose Jaworski
Kathleen Erin Keane
Kaitlyn Larsen
Erica W. Laskin
Catherin A. MacDuff
Thomas McLaughlin
Courtney Peck
Melissa Pietrucha

Lauren E. Poliero
Morgan L. Robinson
Olivia A. Rosenberger
Robyn-Cherry Seigler
Samantha Schimek
Tarah-Lynn Saint-Elien
Kerri Coyle Stahl
Ashley P. Silva
Eva Truncellito
Linlat Tun 
Ruth Ellen Willey

Pi Sigma Alpha
Bailey Leigh Brady
Alexander D. Gilbert

Catherin MacDuff
Thomas J. McLaughlin

Rachel Safer
Anastasia Snyder

Pi Sigma Epsilon
Sarah Aljalebi
Lee Clark
Michael Cong

David Demchik
Devon Downs
John Lisowski

Gerard Miraglia
Mark Pantalone
Natalie Taptykoff

Psi Chi
Courtney Anthes 
Shannon Barlow 
Diamond Carr
Susan Cosentino
Gabrielle Galano
Christa Gramanelles
Autumn Greeny
Tori Hillock

Alita Jaiyeola
Kathleen Keane
Catherine Kilkenny
Kaitlyn Larsen
Nicolette Mateescu
Ariel Nardini
Courtney Peck
Samantha Schimek

Maria Shute
Ashley Silva
Joseph Space
Samantha Tunnell
Stephanie Welte
Jenna Wilush 

Rho Upsilon Beta
Kourtney Janea Barber
Nicole D. Baylies
Cody William Birdsall
Jordan Peyton Braun
Ellise Danielle Butka

Natelie J. Chiantese
Katelyn M. Conrey
Jennifer Nicole Cultrara
Nicolaos-Chrisovalanti 
Athanasios Diakos

Megan Ann Elgin
Stephanie M. Eppolito
Katarina R. Flatin
Shana Jeanne Gelin
Jessica B. Gordon
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Kaitlin Fairchild Groves
Jessica L. Hammond
Laura Marie Karns
Constance J. Koutsouradis
Sarah Alicia Matos
Fallon Leah Milligan
Jessica June Caird Morales

Raymond Odom III
Jennifer Leigh Piechoski
Davida Danielle Price
Jennifer L. Reynolds
Leisy Valentina Rodriguez
Corrine C. Rutt
Victoria Mary Salazar

Kari L Sinclair
Amy Elizabeth Smith
Stephanie Strassel
Ariel Kah Yee Tung
Karen Marie Zielinski

Sigma Delta Pi
Alena De La Cruz
Elena Gutierrez

Haley Johnston
Emilie Petry

Angelica Velez

Sigma Iota Epsilon
Caitlyn Beck
Marine Billat
Naphtali Clark
Kathleen Dripchak

Tisha Finney
Brandie Hill
Brianna Jadney
Rebecca Janicki

Amanda Kleinmann
Issa Mancebo
Meghan Monte
Kerry Shaw

Sigma Tau Delta
Valerie Amato
Davina Aziz
Camila Bermudez
Alyssa DiFlora
Tatiana Dodge
Christina Farrell
Caroline Forde

Michaela Hady
Emily Hart
Jacqueline Palmer
Madison Parrotta
Kathryn Patella
Melissa Quidor
Angelica Rivera 

Tarah-Lynn Saint-Elien
Kaely Todd
Nicole Tyburczy
Lori Ward
Anna Wostenberg
Jennifer Yates

Who’s Who Among Students in  
American Universities & Colleges

Shaun Bartole
Hannah Bass
Amanda Bezold
Kyle Bivens
Johanna Blume
Alexis Bonamassa
Savoia Buntin
Diamond Carr
Jessica Crowell-Graff
Alia Danch
Arden Dean
Christina Diecidue

Sandra DiGrazio
Caroline Forde
Allison Griffiths
Stephen Hopson
Rebecca Janicki
Andrew Jemas
Haley Johnston
Matthew Kolbusz
Kayla McLaughlin
Hunter Morgen
Katharine Rella
Tara Roach

Olivia Rosenberger
Rachel Safer
Tarah-Lynn Saint-Elien
Allison Sawka
Samantha Schimek
Jessica Stanislawczyk
Natalie Taptykoff
Tyler Weakland 
Lucia White
Jenna Wilush
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Thank You!
The Alumni Affairs Team of Rider University’s Student Government Association was introduced 
this year to create a lifelong connection to Rider University by establishing meaningful engagement 
opportunities for students and alumni. The program introduces Rider students to our history and 
traditions and demonstrates how alumni are a vital part of our past, present, and future. The Alumni 
Affairs Team is comprised of the elected presidents from each class year. 

The team was led this year by Tara Roach, a graduating member of the Class of 2016, who worked 
closely with Class of 2016 President, Christina Diecidue, to launch their campaign to raise awareness 
and funding for The Class of 2016 Scholarship Fund. The graduates listed to the right have contributed 
to this campaign (as of April 25, 2016), thereby supporting a long-standing tradition of students coming 
together to invest in the future of Rider by making their first gift to the University. 

Each graduate who contributed at least $16, in honor of their graduation year, was presented with a 
Rider lapel pin to wear proudly today at Commencement.

Upon making their gift, graduates were given the opportunity to honor the members of Rider’s dedicated 
faculty and staff who have inspired, mentored, and advised them throughout their time as students. The 
positive impact each honoree had on these students is immeasurable. The entire Rider community is 
grateful for all they have done and continue to do each day.

The funds from this campaign support a scholarship in honor of the Class of 2016 to be awarded during 
the 2016-17 academic year to select upper-class students whose financial situations may hinder their 
ability to complete their studies. To date, members of the Class of 2016 have raised the funds to award 
8 scholarships. 

You can still make a difference. Gifts to The Class of 2016 Scholarship Fund will be accepted  
through June 30, 2016. For more detailed information, or to make your gift online, please visit  
alumni.rider.edu/classgift.   

Congratulations and best wishes  
for a bright and successful future! 



37

Contributing Members of the Class of 2016
Thomas J. Albano
Amanda M. Allen
Kimberly T. Amato
Michele Amico
Kia M. Anderson
Joseph A. Avanzato
Cristen J. Babik
Tara N. Ballay
Ashten D. Banister
Shannon A. Barlow
Shaun A. Bartole
Hannah R. Bass
Taysha L. Beecham
Lindsay Bennett
Niranjana A. Bhatt
Aqdus M. Bhatti
Joshua L. Bonaparte
Marissa N. Bonetti
Christina L. Box
Sloan M. Brettholtz
Suzanne M. Brown
Anna G. Buddin
Savoia N. Buntin
Kaleen S. Butterfield
Megan L. Bayramoff
Derrisha D. Burgess
Angelina M. Caravello
Diamond S. Carr
Morgan T. Cesareo
Michael A. Cestare
Justin M. Chilicki
Glen J. Cook
Susan  Cosentino
Thalia D. Criado
Erin H. Dancy
Arden E. Dean
David J. Demchik
Amanda R. DeRemer
Colby J. Dezelick
Christina L. Diecidue
Alyssa L. DiFlora
Sandra N. DiGrazio
Samantha N. Dinon
Naa S. Dodoo
Laura Eisler
Kevin Enriquez
Eric T. Faeder
Pedro J. Flores III
Nicholas M. Forconi
Caroline W. Forde
Samantha K. Funk
William R. Gallagher
Leanne C. Gallati
Stephanie M. Giardelli
Gina A. Giovannucci

Carmen M. Gonzalez
Jason H. Gonzalez
Christa B. Gramenelles
Christopher T. Hansell
Christopher B. Harrison
Emily F. Hart
Brandie N. Hill
Kiley E. Hinkle
Alexandria S. Huntington
Bethany M. Jacobs
Megan M. Jackson
Rebecca M. Janicki
Katharine R. Jaworski
Haley K. Johnston
Olivia B. Judah
Alexandra P. Julian
Kathleen E. Keane
David F. Kimball
Matthew D. Kimball 
Luke Kirby
Hunter J. Kobal
Alexis E. Koerner
Tina M. Komaniecka
Andrea Kyriacou
Christina J. Lackey
Alexa L. Lindsay
Sarah M. Liptak
Maeve L. Lynskey
Christopher D. Marrocco
Jasmine L. Martinez
Janavé D. McDonald
Eric G. McGann
Matthew C. McGrorty
David E. Miller
Gregory J. Miller
Maxwell L. Miller
Kevin K. Mohammed
Aubrey A. Mollinedo
Luis A. Mollinedo
Abraham A. Momo
Alejandra Montan
Akelah J. Moore
Megan L. Moore
Julia V. Morales
Kyle Moreira
Hannah J. Morris
Allana M. Morrissey
Justine Mugavero
Brian S. Nale
Rachel M. Nangle
Ariel Nardini
Christopher M. Neurohr
Jesenia C. Nisbett
Molene Ogany
Sametta L. Padmore

Yisroayl M. Peer
Frank A. Petranich
Lauren E. Poliero
Shafia Qamar
Chloe E. Rakos
Juan C. Ramirez
Jessica L. Raub
Farzana F. Razack
Michael N. Reed
Tara M. Roach
Stephen J. Rockafellow
Queen S. Ross
Bethanie S. Russakow
Tarah-Lynn Saint-Elien
Andrew Salwen
Casey L. Scharer
Samantha A. Schimek
Jeremy D. Schirmann
Tristan P. Schmittinger
Robyn-Cherry Seigler
Anastasia B. Snyder
Ashley R. Solon
Kristy N. Soltmann
Brittany Spaulding
Kerri Stahl
Emma R. Stephens
Alexander M. Stewart
Jennifer E. Stewart
John J. Student
Natalie A. Taptykoff 
Nadeige Theophile
Kaely D. Todd
Eva Truncellito
Samantha N. Tunnell
Dawn M. Uhrick
Kaitlyn M. Uhrick
Gregory P. Velasco
Jessica L. Veneziano
Brooke C. Vernon
Gabrielle R. Villari
Jonathan A. Villegas
Kevin P. Wakeman
Kathlyn A. Walker
Craig Wallace
Samantha M. Weigand
Jake M. Weiner
Erin M. Westcott
Lucia C. White
Ruth E. Willey
Jenna N. Wilush
Adam E. Wirtz
Laura E. Zaiss
Alexander E. Zdatny
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us
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be judged by our deeds." Cher



ished- by thy sons anddaught ers,-

15



mem 'ries- sweet and strong, 'round our hearts,O Al ma- ma- ter,- as we sing our

19

song. We



sing our love and loy al- ty,- sing our hopes so

24



bright,

rit.

to



Rid er- Un i- ver- si- ty:- Cran ber- ry- and White!

Maestoso28



  
a tempo
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CENTENNIAL
LAKE

STAGE

GRADUATES GRADUATES

SWEIGART HALL

BART LUEDEKE CENTER

College of Business 
Administration

School of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences

School of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences

School of
Education

School of
Education

College of
Continuing Studies

GUEST
SEATING

GUEST
SEATING

PATIO/BALCONY

Procession

COMMUTER LOUNGE CAVALLA ROOM

College of
Business 

Administration

Robing and Procession Line Up

GUEST
SEATING

Special needs seating option locations

College of
Continuing Studies

Seating and ProcessionOrder
On the Campus Green

In the unlikely event of an emergency, Rider will initiate its evacuation plan. 
You will be directed accordingly by Public Safety and other Rider staff.



2083 Lawrenceville Road 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648-3099 

T 609-896-5000 
www.rider.edu


