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BHP 322: The Guilty & the Innocent

Drs. Baron & Salvatore







Fall 2013
Contact Information: 

Dr. Baron 895-5462; FA 250; ajbaron@rider.edu; 
Office Hours:  Mon & Wed  2:50 - 4:20 pm 
Dr. Salvatore: 895-5569; FA 318; salvatore@rider.edu; 
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 11:30 am – 12:00 pm; Mon/Wed.: 12:00 – 1:00 pm; or by appointment
COURSE SYLLABUS

Required Readings

Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment (Norton Critical edition, 1989)
Wright, Native Son (Restored text edition)
--Additional articles, poems, drama, short stories and supplementary materials are listed below by topic.  They are available on Canvas or will be distributed in class.

Objectives:

· To develop an understanding of the complex relationship between literature and law

· To compare representations of crime and criminal justice institutions in literature and film to their social and legal realities

· To analyze and evaluate contemporary criminal justice policies

· To learn how race, class and gender shape criminal laws and the practice of criminal justice

· To promote an understanding of, and aesthetic appreciation for, major narrative and poetic techniques and forms 

· To stimulate an examination of personal values/political views relating to criminal justice and morality; to appreciate the complex nature of guilt and innocence

CLASS RULES, EXPECTATIONS & POLICIES

1. Policies regarding papers, exams and quizzes

a)   Written assignments must be submitted in duplicate unless syllabus indicates otherwise (for example, submit only 1 copy of “Responses to Legal/Social Discussion Questions”).
    They must be typed, double-spaced, with normal margins and fonts.  
    You are expected to adhere to assignment guidelines, including page limitations and deadlines.
b) Literature Quizzes CANNOT be made up; however, we will drop your lowest (or one missing) quiz grade

  c) Formal papers and take home exams:  The papers and exams must be submitted at class time on 
      the day they are due. Grades for late assignments will be reduced one-third grade for every  

     calendar day of lateness.  For example, a B+ would become a B for one day of lateness.  Individual 
     extensions will not be granted unless a doctor's note or other acceptable documentation is provided.   

     A note from the infirmary will not suffice.      
  d) Responses to legal/social discussion questions on readings/ films: 
Coming to class prepared for discussion by having read and thought about the required readings is an important component of this course and your grade.  Questions related to assigned readings or films have been developed to help you prepare for class discussions; these will be posted on Canvas prior to the scheduled discussion. 
· You are expected to have read the material and thought about ALL these discussion questions prior to the date scheduled on the syllabus.  
· Each student will be designated as a “discussion leader” for one discussion question.  As discussion leader you must:  

· Submit a written response to your assigned question: This must be typed and available for collection on the day scheduled for discussion.  These will be randomly collected and graded.  No late written responses will be accepted; however, we will drop your lowest (or one missing) response grade

·  Be prepared to present your response to your assigned question in class (while you may refer to some specifics in your response and the reading, do NOT read your written response.
e) Cheating: Any form of cheating, including plagiarism, is grounds for failure for the course.  (See 
       The Source for definition of cheating, university penalties and regulations.)

2. Attendance, Class Participation and Preparedness: This is a seminar course and class participation is important.  You are expected to prepare for class discussion by having read and thought about assigned readings, films and discussion questions by the date they are scheduled.    

Class participation is not possible without class attendance.  Therefore attendance is required.  
· More than three unexcused absences will lower your course grade.  Excessive absences may even result in a failure for the course. 
· You also are expected to arrive to class on time; every three latenesses will count as one absence. 
· For each unexcused absence beyond the third we will deduct one point from your final course grade point average
3. Class Disruption:  All forms of class disruption (including arriving late, leaving during class, note passing, texting and cell phone use, etc) interfere with discussion and learning and will not be allowed.   

a) NO CELL PHONES:  Be sure your cell phones are turned OFF prior to entering the classroom.  Use of a cell phone is not permitted during class.
b) Leaving the room during class/early departure:  You are expected to remain in the room for the entire class unless it is an absolute emergency.   

Consult with instructors if you have an urgent situation that requires you to leave your phone on during class or to depart early.
4.Canvas: On Canvas we will post announcements, reading materials and supplementary course materials. You are required to check this site regularly between classes. If you have computer problems, or if you do not have one, Rider’s computer lab is available for your use.

Print all the materials and readings posted on Canvas and bring these materials with you as per the course schedule.  
· It is recommended that you organize these materials in a 3-ring binder. (You also should obtain a 3-ring hole punch) 

5. Rider e-mail: You are responsible for checking your Rider e-mail on a daily basis. Any e-mail from your instructors will be sent only to this address.

6. Sharestream:  In addition to reading assignments, for some class sessions class preparation includes viewing a film prior to the class.  These films are available for your viewing on Sharestream, which you can access via Canvas.  We urge you to try out Sharestream and attempt to view these films early in the semester so that you can address any computer difficulties you might have.  If you have any problems you should contact the OIT Help Desk.  (Common problems are: not having flash player installed, browser settings, or a browser which needs updating.)
6. Course Withdrawal Policy:  You are allowed to withdraw from this course until Withdrawal I-Student Discretion withdrawal period (Sept. 18-Oct. 22).  Do NOT ASSUME that you can withdraw beyond this date. (See Registrar’s website for complete withdrawal dates and regulations).  Pending low grade for this course is not a valid basis for approving withdrawal beyond the Withdrawal I deadline.  If you are having difficulty with this course we strongly encourage you to consult with us to develop and implement strategies for improvement in sufficient time before the end of Withdrawal I.
7. Grading *
    Trial Project: 20%      
    Literature Essay:  20%  
    Legal/Social Response papers: 20%   
    Final Exam:  20%    
    Participation/ Preparation*:  20%  
*Preparation/ Participation grade consists of:  1) Literature quizzes (40 points; up to 10 points each);  2)  Crime & Punishment  study questions (2 sets of  study questions: up to 10  points for each set); 3) Class participation (up to 40 points). 
* You are responsible for retaining copies of all your completed assignments and graded papers until you receive your course grade.

Tentative Schedule – Fall 2013

(Readings and assignments are subject to change.)
Week 1

 W  Sept 4
Policies and Requirements
Introduce narrativity, rhetoric and criminal justice 

In-Class Reading

Brooks, “Narrativity of the Law” (handout & Canvas) 

ADVANCE READING
Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment, 1 – 369 (read during the summer); Continue responses to Doestoevsky, Study Questions
Week 2

M  Sept 9
Film:  Thin Blue Line: In-class viewing (Class will begin 5 minutes early.)
READINGS 
Sherwin, “Law Frames” (Canvas) 

ADVANCE READING 

Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment, 370 – 421 (Part Six, Chapters 1 through 5) 

RESPONSES TO Doestoevsky STUDY QUESTIONS (1 copy) ON PART 1 THROUGH 5 WILL BE COLLECTED TODAY. STAPLE; INCLUDE YOUR NAME ON EACH PAGE.
W  Sept 11
Narrative, Rhetoric and Criminal Trials
Discuss Sherwin & Thin Blue Line
· Discussion Question  Responses Due

ADVANCE READING 

Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment, 421 – 450 (Chapter 6 through VIII); Continue responses to Study Questions
LIT QUIZ 1: first 200 pages of Crime and Punishment
Week 3

M  Sept 16

Distribute and discuss Trial Project
Narrative, Rhetoric, and Criminal Trials – cont’d

ADVANCE READING

Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment, 451 – 465 – (Epilogues I and II); Finish responses to Study Questions RESPONSES TO STUDY QUESTIONS on Doestoevsky, Part 6 and Epilogues WILL BE COLLECTED TODAY. STAPLE; INCLUDE YOUR NAME ON EACH PAGE.
W   Sept 18
Discussion of Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment- Bring responses to study questions

LIT QUIZ 2: p. 201 to end of novel
Week 4

M  Sept 23
Discussion of Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment
W  Sept 25   

Discussion of Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment
READINGS
Weisberg, “The Brilliant Reactor: The Inquisitor in C &P,” 682-688 in Norton   

Critical edition of C and P, 3rd ed.
Week 5

M   Sept 30
Discussion of Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment
READINGS
Beebe, “The Three Motives of Raskolnikov: A Reinterpretation of Crime and


Punishment,” 592-603 in Norton Critical edition of C and P, 3rd ed. 

W   Oct 2
Discussion of Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment
ADVANCE READING: Wright, Native Son, 3 - 75
Week 6

M  Oct 7
Discussion of Poe, “Tell-Tale Heart” 

READING

Poe, “Tell-Tale Heart” (Canvas)

ADVANCE READING: Wright, Native Son, 76 - 150
W   Oct 9
Video: Bowling for Columbine- Class will begin early at 12:50 pm 
ADVANCE READING: Wright, Native Son, 151 – 175

Week 7

M Oct 14 - NO CLASS
ADVANCE READING:  Wright, Native Son, 176 - 225

Work on Trial Project

W Oct 16
Nature, extent & causes of violent crime 

Discussion of Bowling for Columbine
READINGS
“Evaluating the CJS” (Canvas)
·  Discussion Questions Responses Due
Week 8

M Oct 21
Excludable evidence: constitutional rights of the accused

READINGS

Procedural Law & Rights of the Accused
LIT QUIZ 3: on Wright, Native Son, 1st half 
W Oct 23
The meaning and significance of criminal confessions

READINGS

Brooks, “Confessional Imagination,” (Canvas)  
 

· Discussion Questions Responses Due
ADVANCE READING: Wright, Native Son, 226 - 325

Week 9

M  Oct 28

Criminal Liability & Special Pleas

The Insanity Defense
READINGS
Legal elements of a crime (Canvas)

The Insanity Defense - Text (Canvas)
· Discussion Questions Responses Due
ADVANCE READING
Wright, Native Son, 326 – 400
ADVANCE ASSIGNMENT: 

· VIDEO: “Rage”, Law & Order- View on Sharestream

W  Oct 30

** TRIAL PROJECTS DUE  

Discussion of Trial Projects

Race & Criminal Defenses:  Self-Defense and Black Rage 
Discussion of Rage,”Law & Order
READINGS
Lee, “Race and Self-Defense” (Canvas)

Harris, “Black Rage” (Canvas)
· Discussion Questions Responses Due
Week 10

M Nov  4
Discussion of Native Son
READINGS 
Wright, Native Son, 401 – 430 (end) 
LIT QUIZ 4:  on Wright, Native Son, 2nd half
W  Nov 6
Discussion of Native Son
Distribute directions for Literature Essay

READINGS 
Wright, Native Son
Wright, “How ‘Bigger’ Was Born,” 433 – 462 in “Restored Text” edition (HarperPerennial)
Week 11

M Nov  11
Discussion of Native Son
READINGS 
Wright, Native Son
ADVANCE READING:  Forell & Matthews

W  Nov 13
Gender and Special Pleas: Self-Defense & Provocation  

READINGS
Forell & Matthews, “’Provoked’ Intimate Homicide” (Canvas)

Forell & Matthews, “When Battered Women Kill” (Canvas)


· Discussion Questions Responses Due
ASSIGNMENT: “Burning Bed” (view via Sharestream)
Week 12

M Nov  18

** Literature Essay: DUE TODAY   

Discussion of Browning, My Last Duchess
Discussion of Glaspell, Trifles  
READINGS
Browning, My Last Duchess (Canvas)
Glaspell, Trifles (Canvas)
LIT QUIZ 5:  on Glaspell and Browning

W   Nov 20

Punishment & Sentencing 

READINGS 
Pepinsky & Jesilou, “Myth that Punishment Can Fit the Crime” (Canvas)

Kappeler & Potter, “Cons and Country Clubs: The Mythical Utility of Punishment”
   [abridged] (Canvas)

· Discussion Questions Responses Due
Week 13

M   Nov  25

History and Development of Death Penalty in the US

Video: Clips of The Executioners

READING  
“Death Penalty in the U.S.” (Canvas)

W   Nov 27 - Thanksgiving break
ASSIGNMENT

Video – Dead Man Walking (View on Share Stream) 

Week 14

M Dec  2
         



The rights and wrongs of capital punishment 
          



Discussion of Dead Man Walking
READINGS
Sarat, “Remorse, Responsibility, and Criminal Punishment: An Analysis of Popular Culture” (Canvas) 
· Discussion Questions Responses Due

 W   Dec  4
Discussion of Sarat & Dead Man Walking, cont’d

Course Evaluation
�






